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"... why am I so interested in politics? If I were to answer you very simply I would say this: why shouldn't I be interested? That is to say, what blindness, what deafness, what density of ideology would have to weigh me down to prevent me from being interested in what is probably the most crucial subject to our existence, that is to say the society in which we live, the economic relations in which it functions, and the system of power which defines the regular forms and regular permissions and prohibitions of our conduct? The essence of our life consists, after all, of the political functioning of the society in which we find ourselves."
  --Michel Foucault 
ENDICOTT COLLEGE: OVERVIEW
An Entrepreneurial Spirit and a History of Growth.
Founded in 1939 and based on the idea that higher education should combine theory with practice, Endicott College has grown from a graduating class of 20 in 1941 to 1,168 students graduating in 2023 with graduate-level certificates, associate, bachelor’s, master's, and doctoral degrees.

The Founding of Endicott
Endicott College was founded in 1939 by Dr. Eleanor Tupper and her husband, the Reverend Dr. George O. Bierkoe, who shared the vision of creating a college to educate women for greater independence and an enhanced position in the workplace. This was a radical idea in the days near the end of the Depression and just before America’s entry into World War II, yet despite its unconventional nature, the dream took hold and flourished during the war and the years beyond.
The College was issued its first charter by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1939 and graduated its first class, a group of just 20 students in 1941. In 1944, it was officially approved by the Commonwealth for the granting of Associate in Arts and Associate in Science degrees. Eight years later in 1952, Endicott was accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges. In 1988 the College earned four-year status and graduated its first baccalaureate class in 1990. The first coeducational class entered in the fall of 1994, the first graduate programs were introduced in 1996, and in 2012 Endicott became the first college on the North Shore to offer doctoral programs.

Endicott Today
Today, Endicott College offers associate, bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees, plus graduate-level certificates, and enrolls more than 3400 traditional undergraduate students and 1,760 graduate students at its main campus in Beverly, Mass., online, and at offsite locations. An additional 283 students are enrolled in accelerated undergraduate programs through the Van Loan School of Professional Studies. The campus, too, has grown. From the first purchase in 1939 of a handsome estate and Victorian mansion to accommodate both classrooms and living quarters to our current 235 acres and 56 buildings that include academic centers, residence halls, athletic facilities, an arts center, and state-of-the-art technology, today’s Endicott has continued to be a beautiful and supportive environment where students and faculty come together as a true community of learners.
Endicott College Mission Statement
Endicott College’s mission statement is “To inspire leadership through transformational learning.” Shaped by a bold entrepreneurial spirit, Endicott College offers students a vibrant academic environment that remains true to its founding principle of integrating professional and liberal arts with experiential learning, including internship opportunities across disciplines. The College fosters a spirit of excellence by creating a challenging yet supportive and inclusive environment in which students are encouraged to take intellectual risks, pursue scholarly and creative interests, contribute to the community, and explore diverse career paths. Endicott is committed to supporting the personal and professional development of its students, preparing them to assume meaningful roles within the greater community both domestically and internationally.
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, COMMUNICATION, & HUMANITIES

Overview
The School of Social Sciences, Communication, & Humanities (SSC&H) provides various programs to equip students with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed in their chosen career paths. The programs offered by the school focus on developing critical thinking, written and communication skills, and specialized knowledge in a student's chosen field. Students are given the chance to gain hands-on experience through internships, apply what they have learned in the classroom, and learn how to excel as professionals in their fields.
The Social Sciences division focuses on human behavior and the social forces that shape our lives. It offers majors in criminal justice, political science, and psychology, and minors in human services, sociology, and security studies. The division also offers a fifth-year Master's program in homeland security studies. The faculty consists of full-time scholars and part-time professionals who are passionate about their fields and excited to work hands-on with students both inside and outside of the classroom.
The Communication division offers degree programs that prepare students for careers in the dynamic and continually evolving field of communication. Majors include Communication, Marketing Communication/Advertising, Digital Media: Journalism, or Digital Media: TV/Film Production. Students learn how to use the tools, technologies, and concepts necessary for effective communication and how to apply them for maximum impact in a constantly changing media landscape. The faculty is composed of experts in their fields and students are taught to become critical media consumers as well as creators.
The Humanities division offers majors in English, History, and Interdisciplinary Studies and minors in fields such as Philosophy, American Studies, and Religion. Students develop critical and creative thinking, as well as written and oral communication skills valued by employers in a broad range of fields. The courses are taught by dynamic instructors who are accomplished scholars and writers. The programs are supported by the Tadler Center for the Humanities, which offers a distinguished speaker series and a writer-in-residence program. Graduates of the program have become attorneys, teachers, and professional writers, worked for museums, government agencies, businesses, and non-profit organizations, and received advanced degrees from colleges around the world.
School Mission Statement
As an inclusive, multidisciplinary community, we seek to understand complex human interaction through narrative, empirical inquiry, and creative expression. We prepare our students to pursue a variety of career opportunities in such areas as criminal justice, law, politics, social services, psychology, communication, digital media, the humanities, publishing, and education. Our students develop the curiosity, cultural awareness, professional competencies, and critical thinking skills necessary to become lifelong learners and engaged global citizens in our diverse, ever-changing world.

The School of SSC&H’s mission statement above and learning outcomes below align with Endicott’s mission statement, which is “To inspire leadership through transformational learning.” Through their experiences at Endicott both in and beyond the classroom, students develop skills and dispositions that prepare them to be leaders.  By learning about their chosen field in their coursework and in three required, structured internships; by developing strong critical thinking and communication skills; and by engaging in high impact educational experiences (all graduates complete a thesis or capstone project, many study abroad, and others participate in grant-funded research projects led by faculty members), School of SSC&H graduates are prepared to make positive contributions to society and to assume leadership positions as they advance in their careers. 

School Learning Outcomes
 
Upon completion of their program in SSC&H, students will:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the content and approaches in the social sciences, communication, or the humanities.
2. Demonstrate critical inquiry and analytical skills needed to engage constructively in academic discourse.
3. Communicate effectively using the conventions of their discipline.
4. Develop professionally through engagement in internships and other experiences.
 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Political Science Program Mission
[bookmark: _heading=h.7x43h49f6phw]Endicott College's political science program aims to prepare students to become proactive, informed, and active participants in a complex and interconnected global landscape. Core to this mission is the recognition that today’s global landscape demands a sophisticated grasp of strategy, interdisciplinary knowledge, intercultural skills, and diplomatic finesse. These are essential as individuals and collectives strive to surmount shared challenges. Endicott’s interdisciplinary and intersectional approach merges theoretical insights, historical context, and cultural awareness with practical frameworks for action, offering wide-range applicability across various domains.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Our curriculum delves into the traditional pillars of political science- American Government, World Politics, Comparative Politics, and Political Theory- providing a comprehensive overview of political governance, its influences, and the underlying ideologies. This gives students a solid foundation to explore a variety of specialized topics in politics, law, security studies, and other related fields. Pursuant to Endicott College’s creed of applied and experiential learning, students also acquire a practical, structural-functionalist understanding of politics through internships, site visits, field-based study, simulations and practicum, and an independent research project or capstone.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]The program is further enriched by electives, study abroad experiences, three credit-bearing internships, and a two-course senior thesis sequence that help students develop expertise in the broad field of political theory and practice. Our faculty-distinguished scholars and mentors-guide students toward a refined comprehension of classical and modern political theories, a systemic insight into governmental operations at all levels, and a nuanced perspective on global issues and the unique role of the United States therein. Graduates from Endicott’s Political Science emerge ready to effect positive change and excel in diverse careers, armed with the knowledge and skills to navigate and influence the complex world landscape. 

Relationship to College Mission 
The Political Science department upholds Endicott College’s mission by focusing on the development of civically engaged, critically thinking global citizens through rigorous coursework guided by esteemed professors and advisers. The incorporation of experiential learning, consonant with Endicott’s model of applied learning, grounds students’ academic study in the praxis of a structured program of professional work experience, including two intersession and one full semester internships and a variety of opportunities to explore their interests and practice their skills through club activities, community service, study abroad opportunities - including Political Science specific study tours-  field trips, and site visits. 

Supporting the College’s emphasis on the development of professional skills on a broad foundation in the liberal arts, the Political Science department utilizes an interdisciplinary approach to the subject. There is a great degree of flexibility in the program, with a variety of electives in various specializations across tracks of study in American government, world politics, legal studies, security studies, and public policy. In addition to the broad General Education categories common to all majors at Endicott, Political Science students take electives from various disciplines to broaden their understanding of their communities and the world. Students may double major in Criminal Justice or select minors in a variety of fields outside of the Political Science major.
Program History and Development
The Political Science major at Endicott College evolved from the previously existing Law & Government concentration in Liberal Studies. In Fall 2001, Dr. Michael Kilburn was brought on board to help lead the program’s transition. That same year, the catalog introduced the first courses bearing the POL designation: POL311: American Government and Politics; POL315: American Political Thought; POL 301: Communism, Fascism, and Democracy; and POL 325: Music and the State. 
In 2003-2004, a new course in Human Rights was introduced to bridge the fields of Political Science, Criminal Justice, and an emerging major in Global Studies. In the subsequent year, 2004-2005, four additional POL courses were developed: POL100: Introduction to Politics; POL320: Comparative Politics; POL380: Environmental Politics; and POL384: Environmental Law. In 2005-2006, a Czech Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Michal Kopecek, brought diversity and area expertise to the department. POL390: Politics of Cyberterrorism was added to the curriculum. 
In 2006-2007, a new major in International Studies began, and a minor in Politics was added to the catalog. The following year, the department welcomed Prof. Vitaly Kozyrev, a Russian-born Chinese specialist from the History department who brought his knowledge of International Politics, economics, and Asian Studies. This expansion was supported by a new special topics course, POL300, and a restructuring of the American Government and Politics course to a 200-level course to balance the course sequence toward a new major. 
In 2010, new courses were added to leverage Dr. Kozyrev’s growing role in the nascent department, POL215: The New Europe and POL240: American Foreign Policy, often team-taught with Prof. Kilburn. A course in Identity Politics, POL260, expanded offerings related to sociology and cultural studies. 
In the 2010-2011 academic year, the Political Science (POL) major was officially introduced, and several new courses were added to support it: POL250: Political Theory, a POL internship course, and a full-semester Senior Thesis sequence. POL343: Constitutional Law and POL110: World Politics expanded the cross-listings with Criminal Justice and International Studies, and POL115 served as the introduction to the new Security Studies minor; a counterpart to the graduate Masters of Homeland Security. 
In 2015, the College appointed Dr. Alana Tiemessen as a full time Professor of Political Science and Security Studies. The following year, the College welcomed Ethiopian Scholar-at-Risk, Dr. Semahagn Abebe as a visiting Professor of International Studies. His expertise in human rights, international law, development, and global institutions notably strengthened the offerings in Political Science as well. In response to growing enrollment, the senior internship strategies course 379 received its first POL cohort that year as well. The following year, Dr. Kozyrev developed POL322: Chinese Government and Politics.
In 2018, the College hired Dr. Josh McCabe as Assistant Dean of Social Sciences, who brought his research to bear on a new course in Social Policy, POL 305. The following year, Dr. Abebe was appointed as a full-time Professor and participated in a comprehensive program revision led by Dr. McCabe. 
In the 2020-2021 academic year, the College unveiled a revamped POL curriculum, incorporating the International Studies major–previously challenged by low enrollment–into a new Global Affairs track within the Political Science program. This overhaul also introduced a two-part POL Research Methods sequence (POL270 and POL271), added a new course in Gender and Politics (POL310), and redesignated POL213 as a freshman introductory course (POL113) in the American Politics and Law track. These tracks were designed to complement each other, allowing all POL majors to take both 113 and 110 in their first year for a comprehensive foundation. The general introductory course POL100 was eliminated as redundant, and some required courses were dropped to give more flexibility for the elective tracks. 
The 2021-2022 academic year introduced new courses in Public Policy (POL210: Introduction to Public Policy), Security Studies (SST110: Introduction to Contemporary US Security Studies & SST201: Global Risk: Assessing and Managing Transnational Threats), and International Politics (POL225: International Law and Organizations and POL230: Political and Social Change in Developing Countries). The College also underwent a major restructuring. The School of Arts and Sciences devolved into a School of Science and Technology and a School of Social Sciences, Communication, and Humanities. In 2022, Dr. Kyungseok Choo was appointed as the new Associate Dean of Criminal Justice, Political Science, and Security Studies, succeeding Dr. McCabe. Dr. Choo’s expertise in Security and International Criminal Justice benefits the school and the POL major.
Governance Structure
The Political Science program operates under the Social Sciences Division within the School of Social Sciences, Communication, and Humanities (SSC&H). It is overseen by Dr. Kyungseok Choo, Associate Dean, who reports to Dr. Mark Herlihy, the Dean of the School. Dr. Mark Herlihy, in turn, reports to Provost Dr. Sara Quay and ultimately to President Dr. Steven DiSalvo.

Dr. Choo organizes monthly meetings with the Political Science faculty to discuss the program development, focusing on curricular enhancement and initiatives that bolster student recruitment and engagement. The Political Science faculty initially examines proposals for curriculum changes or new programs. Subsequently, these proposals undergo scrutiny by the entire SSC&H faculty, the Curriculum Committee, and the General Education Committee–this is in cases where a new course may satisfy requirements for “World Cultures,” “Global Issues,” or other General Education categories. Following these steps, proposals are presented to the full Faculty Assembly for approval before reaching the President for final approval. 


ACADEMICS
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Program Goals

The Endicott Political Science program helps students develop strategic insight and analytical skills to critically assess political challenges. It offers practical and experiential learning experiences in politics, policy, law, and civic engagement to prepare students for diverse career paths, as shown in its program goals below. 
· Enhance civic awareness, understanding, and active participation across various political systems and their interplay.
· Deepen knowledge about and sensitivity to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging in the political sphere.
· Cultivate students’ strategic insight and capacity to critically analyze political problems and opportunities.
· Offer practical experiences in Political Science and related fields through experiential learning and service learning opportunities in politics, policy, law, and civil engagement.
· Equip students for a variety of career possibilities in the public and private sectors, including politics, government, law, business, and education.
· Inspire graduates to leverage critical thinking, evaluative, analytical and synthetic skills in resolving issues and formulating solutions as informed citizens and active political participants.
· Support academic advancement and provide mentorship for students aiming for graduate and postgraduate studies.
· Position Endicott College as a pivotal community resource and hub of excellence in education, research, and entrepreneurship.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Student Learning Objectives
Upon completion of the political science program, students will: 
1. Demonstrate an interdisciplinary understanding of the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical findings, historical trends, and applications in the four core areas of political science: American government and politics, political theory, comparative government, and world politics.
2. Apply their conceptual knowledge and research skills to engage constructively in academic discourse within the conventions of the political science discipline. 
3. Analyze different levels of political systems and civil society to understand the broad impacts and ethical considerations of public policy, including consideration of issues of diversity, equity, inclusion, belonging, and social justice. 
4. Actively engage in political action and processes in American and/or Global Politics, both on and off campus through field research, internships, service programs, and club activities. 
5. Develop original scholarship, culminating in the senior thesis or capstone project, that demonstrates a functional understanding of professional inquiry within the discipline, including the conventions of research methods and academic discourse in political science.

[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Degree Requirements: Political Science Major, Bachelor of Science
To complete the B.S. in Political Science, students are required to complete 125 credit hours. The course requirements are detailed below.
· General Education: 46 credits
· Political Science Core Courses: 37 credit
· Political Science Electives: 21 credits
· Free Elective: 15 Credits
· Foreign Language Requirement: 6 credits 
Total Hours Required for Graduation: 125 credits
The program requires students to earn a total of 46 credits through General Education courses. These courses are designed to provide a well-rounded foundation in various disciplines and enhance critical thinking, communication, and analytical skills. In addition to the General Education requirements, the program offers the flexibility to tailor students’ academic experience with 15 credits of Free Electives. Furthermore, students are required to complete 37 credits of Political Science core courses in addition to meeting a 6-credit requirement in a foreign language.

Table 1. General Education Credits
	General Education Requirements
	46 Credits

	ENG 111
	Critical Reading and Writing I
	3

	ENG 112
	Critical Reading and Writing II
	3

	INT 100
	Internship I
	2

	INT 200
	Internship II
	2

	INT 010 
	Pre-Internship Sessions
	0

	INT 020 
	Pre-Internship Sessions
	0

	
	Aesthetic Awareness
	3

	
	Individual & Society
	3

	
	Global Issues
	3

	
	Literary Perspectives
	3

	
	Quantitative Reasoning
	3

	
	Science & Technology
	3

	
	Values & Ethical Reasoning
	3

	
	World Culture
	3

	
	General Education Elective
	3

	
	General Education Elective
	3

	
	>100-Level General Ed. Elective
	3

	
	>100-Level General Ed. Elective
	3



Table 2. Political Science Core Courses
	Criminal Justice Core
	37 Credits

	POL 110
	World Politics 
	3

	POL 113
	American Government and POL
	3

	POL 220
	Comparative Political Models 
	3

	POL 250
	Political Theory
	3

	POL 270
	Research Methods in POL
	3

	POL 271
	Advanced Research Design in POL
	3

	POL 379
	Semester Internship Strategies
	1

	POL 480
	Semester Internship 
	12

	POL 489
	Senior Research
	3

	POL 490/491
	Senior Thesis or Capstone
	3



Political Science Electives: 21 Credits
Students are also required to select seven courses from the provided lists of Political Science (POL) electives. Out of these seven courses, a minimum of three must be explicitly labeled with a POL designation. Additionally, students have the opportunity to concentrate on a particular focus area when choosing their electives.

Table 3. Political Science Electives in Focus Areas: each of the electives listed below is a 3-credit course.
	Focus Area: American Politics and Law (21 Credits)
	Focus Area: Global Affairs (21 Credits)

	· POL 210 - Introduction to Public Policy
· POL 240 - American Foreign Policy
· POL 260 - Identity Politics 
· POL 265 - Political Psychology
· POL 300 - Contemporary Issues in Politics 
· POL 305 - Social Policy 
· POL 310 - Gender and Politics 
· POL 315 - American Political Thought 
· POL 343 - Constitutional Law 
· POL 382 - Environmental Law and Politics 
· CJ 205 - American Court System
· CJ 355 - Race and Justice 
· CJ 410 - Law and Society
· ECN 201 - Macroeconomics
· ECN 202 - Microeconomics 
· ENV 375 - Environmental Economics
· HST 317 - Civil Rights Movement
· SOC 216 - Us Healthcare: Institutions and Outcomes
· SOC 302 - Social Problems
· SST 201 - Global Risk: Assessing and Managing Transnational Threats
· SST 301 - Terrorism Studies
	· POL 215 - The New Europe 
· POL 216 - International Conflicts
· POL 225 - International Law and Orgs 
· POL 230 - Political and Social Change in Developing Countries
· POL 240 - American Foreign Policy 
· POL 280 - Global Political Economy
· POL 300 - Contemporary Issues in POL
· POL 310 - Gender and Politics
· POL 312 - Great Power Politics
· POL 430 - Human Rights
· CJ 354 - International Justice
· ECN 201 - Macroeconomics
· ECN 202 - Microeconomics
· ENV 375 - Environmental Economics 
· HST 310 - Economies and Peoples 
· REL 252 - Religion and Politics in the Contemporary World
· SST 201 - Global Risk: Assessing and Managing Transnational Threats
· SST 301 - Terrorism Studies 



In addition to the course electives listed above, students may broaden and tailor their interests in Political Science through ad hoc POL300: Contemporary Issues in Politics courses, interdisciplinary co-taught seminars (Art and Politics; Music and the State, Middle Eastern History and Politics, etc.) and independent studies, where a student works one on one with a faculty mentor to design and execute a course on any specialized topic of their interest. POL majors in the honors program may take specialized honors seminars with political content, such as US Presidential Elections (in presidential elections years) and Scholars at Risk.
Four-Year Academic Curriculum Path
The program's coursework is strategically structured to guide students through a progressive and comprehensive educational journey, from foundational knowledge in the first year to advanced specialization in the senior year.
In the first year, students embark on their academic voyage with 32 credits, diving into a world language study for six credits. They also tackle general education requirements in Individual and Society, Global Issues (3 credits each), and engage with electives totaling six credits. Critical skills in reading and writing are developed through ENG 111 and ENG 112, each satisfying the Writing Designated Core requirement with three credits. The practical experience begins with INT 100, a 2-credit internship, alongside foundational political science courses POL 110 and POL 113, each worth three credits.
Sophomore year advances with 32-33 credits, incorporating a Quantitative Reasoning and Science & Technology general education requirement (3-4 credits), alongside Literary Perspectives and Values and Ethical Reasoning (3 credits each). Students deepen their political science knowledge with six credits of electives, POL 220, POL 250, and POL 270, along with an advanced research design course, POL 271, and a second internship, INT 200 (2 credits).
The junior year progresses with 31 credits focusing on Aesthetic Awareness, Creative Expression, and World Cultures (3 credits each), alongside a significant leap into political science with 15 credits from electives. This year also includes six credits from general education electives and a 3-credit elective, supplemented by POL 379, a strategic 1-credit semester internship course.
In their final year, students culminate their studies with 30 credits, delving into six credits of electives and six credits of general education electives (must be above the 100 level), leading to POL 480, a 12-credit semester internship that provides an immersive practical experience. The program caps off with POL 489 (senior research project) and 490 or 491(senior thesis or capstone), enabling students to showcase their accumulated knowledge and analytical skills.
This sequence ensures students grasp the theoretical underpinnings of political science and apply their learning in real-world contexts, preparing them for diverse careers or further academic pursuits.


Table 4. Political Science B.S. Curriculum
	Fall Semester, First Year (Freshman)
	Spring Semester, First Year (Freshman)

	Course
	Title
	Course
	Title

	ENG 111
	Critical Reading & Writing I
	ENG 112
	Critical Reading & Writing II

	POL 100
	World Politics
	POL113
	American Government & Politics

	
	World Language
	
	World Language

	 
	Free Elective
	 
	Free Elective

	 
	Individual & Society
	 
	Global Issues

	INT 010
	Pre-Internship Sessions
	INT 100
	Internship I



	Fall Semester, Second Year (Sophomore)
	Spring Semester, Second Year (Sophomore)

	Course
	Title
	Course
	Title

	POL 220
	Comparative Political Models
	POL 250
	Political Theory

	
	Political Science Elective
	
	Political Science Elective

	POL 270
	Research Methods in Poli Sci
	POL 271
	Adv. Research Design in Poli Sci

	 
	Literary Perspectives
	 
	Quantitative Reasoning

	 
	Science & Technology
	 
	Values & Ethical Reasoning

	INT 020
	Pre-Internship Sessions
	INT 200
	Internship II



	Fall Semester, Third Year (Junior)
	Spring Semester, Third Year (Junior)

	Course
	Title
	Course
	Title

	
	Political Science Elective
	
	Political Science Elective

	
	Political Science Elective
	
	Political Science Elective

	
	Free Elective
	 
	Political Science Elective

	 
	Aesthetic Awareness
	 
	General Education Elective

	 
	World Cultures
	 
	General Education Elective

	
	
	POL379
	Semester Internship Strategies



	Fall Semester, Fourth Year (Senior)
	Spring Semester, Fourth Year (Senior)

	Course
	Title
	Course
	Title

	POL 489
	Senior Research
	POL 490
	Senior Thesis or Capstone

	POL 480
	Semester Internship
	
	Free Elective

	
	
	 
	Free Elective

	 
	
	 
	General Education Elective (>100)

	 
	
	 
	General Education Elective (>100)



Study Abroad
Students may also broaden their curricular options by studying abroad for a semester or participating in shorter term faculty-led study tours, such as a 2018 tour that examined the political and criminal justice systems of 4 European countries: U.K. (Parliament in London; Old Bailey), the Hague (International Court of Justice and ICC), Belgium (European Union Headquarters) and France. For semester abroad options, students work closely with their academic adviser and the Office of International Education to develop a program of study at one of our two campuses abroad in Cork, Ireland, Madrid, Spain, or a variety of partner institutions worldwide. A study or internship abroad experience is highly recommended for all students and generously supported by the institution with tuition and travel subsidies and grants. Though 90% of students arrive at Endicott without a passport, more than 40% experience studying abroad by the time they graduate. 
More Degree Options 
In addition to the traditional BS in Political Science program, students can reframe their interest in Politics as a new dual major in POL/CJ, or an individually designed major. In 2004, even before the POL major was instituted, one Endicott student graduated with an individually designed major in Political Communication and now works on Capitol Hill as Communications Director for Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-Maine). Students may also combine a POL undergraduate degree with an accelerated 5th year Masters in Homeland Security, with two courses counting as dual enrollment.

Minors
Students may also supplement their POL major with a variety of minors and even double minors; common choices are Criminal Justice, Psychology, Legal Studies, Security Studies, Victimology, and Business. To fulfill the requirements for the minors, students must take 18 credits (6 courses) outside their major and concentration. Students may have two minors; however, courses used to fulfill the requirements of the first minor may not be used to meet the requirements of the second minor. Below are the examples of the minors.

Criminal Justice Minor. The minor in Criminal Justice requires students to complete 18 credit hours outside of their major required courses. It is an interdisciplinary minor that introduces an understanding of the operation and impact of the criminal justice field. The minor requires students to learn the fundamentals of criminal justice with the required Criminology and Intro to Criminal Justice electives. Students can also explore the subareas of the field by selecting courses ranging from Human Rights to Police Process. 
Table 5. Minor in Criminal Justice
	Minor in Criminal Justice
	18 Credits

	Required Courses
	6 Credits

	CJ 100
	Introduction to Criminal Justice
	3

	CJ 200
	Criminology
	3

	Select 2 From the Following:
	6 Credits

	CJ 151
	Criminal Law
	3

	CJ 205
	American Court System
	3

	CJ 210
	Police Process
	3

	CJ 215
	Corrections
	3

	Select 2 CJ Courses at 300-level or Above and can include:
	6 Credits

	POL 343
	Constitutional Law
	3

	POL 430
	Human Rights
	3



Legal Studies Minor. The minor in Legal Studies allows students to explore the aspects of the criminal justice system that involve the law, courts, etc. Additionally, students can explore other fields that pertain to the law. Students considering careers as legal professionals also utilize this minor as it examines the law from various disciplinary and methodological perspectives. 
Table 6. Minor in Legal Studies
	Minor in Legal Studies 
	18 Credits

	Required Courses
	6 Credits

	CJ 410
	Law and Society
	3

	POL 213
	American Government & Politics
	3

	Select 4 Courses From the Following:
	12 Credits

	BUS 302 
	Legal Environment for the Business Manager
	3

	CJ 151 
	Criminal Law
	3

	CJ 205 
	The American Court System
	3

	CJ 300 
	The Juvenile Justice System
	3

	CJ 301 
	Criminal Procedure
	3

	CMM 380 
	Media Ethics and Law
	3

	HST 225 
	The Salem Witch Trials
	3

	HTM 360 
	Hospitality Legal Perspectives
	3

	POL 384 
	Environmental Law
	3

	SM 405 
	Sports Law
	3



Victimology Minor. The minor in Victimology expands the student’s perspective of the criminal justice system by focusing on the victims of crimes without focusing solely on the offender. Crime victims’ services are the fastest growing areas within the criminal justice system and human services. Working with victims of crime requires a special understanding of both the operation of the criminal justice system and the techniques of providing services to those in need. This minor seeks to provide the Psychology, Political Science, and Criminal Justice Majors an added proficiency to enhance their ability to work with this unique group of clients and provide all disciplines with a unique educational understanding of a major social science.  
Table 7. Minor in Victimology
	Minor in Victimology
	18 Credits

	Select 1 Course From the Following:
	3 Credits

	CJ 100
	Introduction to Criminal Justice
	3

	HMS 100
	Introduction to Human Services
	3

	Select 5 Courses From the Following:
	15 Credits

	CJ 241*
	Victimology
	3

	CJ 341 
	Domestic Violence
	3

	HMS 310 
	Crisis Intervention
	3

	HMS 427 
	The Victimization of Children
	3

	HMS 440 
	Understanding and Treating Sexual Trauma: Theory, Research …
	3

	POL 430 
	Human Rights
	3

	PSY 335 
	Theories of Counseling
	3

	*Required unless part of student’s major requirements.



Security Studies Minor. Security studies is a multidisciplinary field that draws key elements from criminal justice, human services, political science, business, and international studies, making the minor an excellent complement to various majors at Endicott College. The ability to synthesize knowledge across diverse areas is crucial to this field. The security studies minor can provide students with an interdisciplinary background to understanding domestic and international threats to homeland security and risk management. `
Table 8. Minor in Security Studies
	Minor in Security Studies
	18 Credits

	Required Courses
	6 Credits

	SST100
	Intro. to Contemporary U.S. Security Studies
	3

	SST201
	Global Risk: Assessing and Managing Trans.
	3

	Select 4 From the Following:
	12 Credits

	CJ 230
	Technology Applications in Criminal Justice
	

	CJ 354
	International Justice 
	

	CSC 230
	Cyber Threats and Security 
	

	ENV 216
	Natural Disasters and Catastrophes 
	

	HMS 310
	Crisis Intervention 
	

	HST 245
	The History of Modern China 
	

	HST 260
	Modern Latin American History and Culture
	

	HST 280
	Middle East History
	

	HST 302
	Russia: From Revolution to the Post-Soviet Era 
	

	IST 112
	Introduction to Peace Studies
	

	IST 215
	The New Europe 
	

	IST 216
	International Conflicts 
	

	POL 110
	World Politics 
	

	POL 240
	American Foreign Policy 
	

	POL 260
	Identity Politics
	

	POL 430
	Human Rights
	

	PSY 305
	Social Psychology
	

	SOC 302
	Social Problems
	




[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT PROCESS
Program Goals and Student Learning Outcomes Alignment

To align the POL program goals with the student learning outcomes, it's helpful to map each goal to the specific outcomes it aims to achieve. Below is a structured alignment:

· Enhance civic awareness, understanding, and active participation across various political systems and their interplay and deepen knowledge about and sensitivity to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging in the political sphere.
· Learning Outcome #3: Analyze different levels of political systems and civil society to understand the broad impacts and ethical considerations of public policy, including consideration of issues of diversity, equity, inclusion, belonging, and social justice.
· Cultivate students’ strategic insight and capacity to critically analyze political problems and opportunities.
· Learning Outcome #4: Actively engage in political action and processes in American and Global Politics, both on and off campus through field research, internships, service programs, and club activities.
· Offer practical experiences in Political Science and related fields through experiential learning and service learning opportunities in politics, policy, law, and civil engagement.
· Learning Outcome #5: Develop original scholarship, culminating in the senior thesis or capstone project, that demonstrates a functional understanding of professional inquiry within the discipline, including the conventions of research methods and academic discourse in political science.
· Learning Outcome #4: Actively engage in political action and processes in American and Global Politics, both on and off campus through field research, internships, service programs, and club activities.
· Equip students for a variety of career possibilities in the public and private sectors, including politics, government, law, business, and education.
· Learning Outcome #2: Apply their conceptual knowledge and research skills to engage constructively in academic discourse within the conventions of the political science discipline.
· Inspire graduates to leverage critical thinking, evaluative, analytical and synthetic skills in resolving issues and formulating solutions as informed citizens and active political participants.
· Learning Outcome #1: Demonstrate an interdisciplinary understanding of the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical findings, historical trends and applications in the four core areas of political science: American government and politics, political theory, comparative government, and world politics.
· Support academic advancement and provide mentorship for students aiming for graduate and postgraduate studies.
· Learning Outcome #5: Develop original scholarship, culminating in the senior thesis or capstone project, that demonstrates a functional understanding of professional inquiry within the discipline, including the conventions of research methods and academic discourse in political science.
· Position Endicott College as a pivotal community resource and hub of excellence in education, research, and entrepreneurship.
· While this goal is broader and more institutional in nature, its spirit is reflected across several learning outcomes #3, #4, and #5, especially in fostering a sense of civic engagement, critical analysis, and the development of original scholarship that can contribute to the community and beyond.

This mapping highlights the direct connections between the program's goals and the intended outcomes for students, illustrating how each goal is supported by specific learning outcomes designed to fulfill those objectives.

Annual Student Learning Outcome Assessment Process
Due to recent curriculum modifications and the integration with the International Studies program in the academic year 2020-2021, our POL program has not yet had the opportunity to conduct evaluations of student learning outcomes or program-wide assessments. Consequently, this year marks the inaugural effort to systematically gather data on student learning outcomes, aligned explicitly with our updated curriculum map, as shown in Table 9.

Table 9. Matrix of Student Learning Outcomes Addressed by major Core and Elective courses
*Lettered Learning outcomes correspond to the following matrix

*I= Introduction / D=Developing / C=Capstone
	
	Abbreviated Learning Outcomes

	REQUIRED COURSES
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	POL 110 - World Politics 
	I
	I
	
	I
	

	POL 113 - American Government and POL
	I
	I
	I
	I
	

	POL 220 - Comparative Political Models 
	I
	
	C
	
	

	POL 250 - Political Theory
	D
	D
	I
	
	I

	POL 270 - Research Methods in POL
	
	I
	I
	
	I

	POL 271 - Advanced Research Design in POL
	D
	D
	D
	
	D

	POL 379 - Semester Internship Strategies
	
	
	
	D
	

	POL 480 - Semester Internship 
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	POL 489 - Senior Research
	D
	C
	C
	D
	C

	POL 490/491 - Senior Thesis or Capstone
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	ELECTIVES:
	
	
	
	
	

	AMGOV & POL TRACK
	
	
	
	
	

	POL 210 - Introduction to Public Policy 
	I
	
	
	I
	I

	POL 240 - American Foreign Policy 
	D
	D
	I
	
	

	POL 260 - Identity Politics 
	I
	I
	
	I
	

	POL 265 - Political Psychology 
	D
	
	
	
	

	POL 300 - Contemporary Issues in Politics 
	D
	
	
	D
	D

	POL 305 - Social Policy
	C
	
	
	
	C

	POL 310 - Gender and Politics
	D
	D
	D
	I
	

	POL 315 - American Political Thought 
	D
	C
	I
	I
	

	POL 343 - Constitutional Law 
	D
	
	
	D
	

	POL 382 - Environmental Law and Politics 
	
	
	D
	D
	

	GLOBAL AFFAIRS TRACK
	
	
	
	
	

	POL 215 - The New Europe 
	
	
	I
	I
	

	POL 216 - International Conflicts 
	
	
	D
	D
	

	POL 225 - International Law and Organizations
	I
	I
	D
	
	

	POL 230 - Political and Social Change in Developing Countries 
	D
	I
	D
	D
	

	POL 280 - Global Political Economy
	
	
	I
	I
	

	POL 312 - Great Power Politics
	D
	
	
	
	

	POL 430 - Human Rights 
	C
	C
	D
	D
	D

	CJ 354 - International Justice 
	I
	I
	D
	I
	

	SST 201 - Global Risk: Assessing and Managing Transnational Threats
	I
	I
	D
	I
	

	SST 301 - Terrorism Studies 
	
	
	D
	D
	D



Over the next two years, we aim to evaluate two or three of these student learning outcomes annually. The program's curriculum map above guides our evaluation strategy. To streamline data collection, we will focus on core required courses for assessment purposes. This approach to program evaluation will include 1) aligning course objectives with program goals and learning objectives, 2) conducting a thorough review of course syllabi, textbooks, and instructional materials, and 3) implementing course-embedded assessments through various means such as oral presentations, papers, projects, quizzes, exams, and discussions. Additionally, we are organizing a faculty training session in the Spring of 2024 to bolster practical course-level assessment support.
For assessing program goals across different levels of the student learning outcomes–introductory, reinforcement, proficiency–four specific core courses are chosen to evaluate each program goal’s achievement. The primary assessment tools will include Discussions (D), Papers (PP), Projects (PJ), Capstones (C), Exams (E), and Quizzes (Q). The program assessment schedule is as follows:
Year 1 (2024):
· Learning Outcome #1: Courses POL 110, 113, 220, and 250 will assess the Introduction and Reinforcement levels.
· Learning Outcome #2: Courses POL 110, 250, 270, and 271 will assess the Introduction and Reinforcement levels.
Year 2 (2025):
· Learning Outcome #3: Courses POL 113, 220, 489, and 490 will evaluate the Introduction and Proficiency levels.
· Learning Outcome #4: Courses POL 270, 271, 480, and 490 will evaluate the Introduction and Proficiency levels.
· Learning Outcome #5: Courses POL 379, 480, 489, and 490 will assess the Reinforcement and Proficiency levels.
Please refer to the summary tables below for a detailed two-year POL program assessment plan overview.


Table 10: POL 2024-2026 Assessment Matrix 
	Course Number
	Learning Outcome and Assessment Topics
	Data Collection Week and Tools

	POL 110 - World Politics 
	Outcome #1-I: Theoretical debates
Outcome #2-I: Solutions and responses
	Week 3: Essay #1
Week 9: Essay #2

	POL 113 - American Government and POL
	Outcome #1-I: Congress
Outcome #3-I: Interest groups/Political parties
	Week 5: Weekly quiz
Week 12: Weekly quiz

	POL 220 - Comparative Political Models 
	Outcome #1-I: Nationalism, Identities, Ideology
Outcome #3-P: Case Study
	Week 3: Note # 2
Week 13: Presentation

	POL 250 - Political Theory
	Outcome #1-R: Democracy
Outcome #2-R: Contemporary Issues
	Week 6: Discussion
Week: Presentation

	POL 270 - Research Methods in POL
	Outcome #2-R:  Data Management
Outcome #5-R: Research Project
	Week 5:  Lab exercise. Week 15: Paper

	POL 271 - Advanced Research Design
	Outcome #2-I: Historical Analysis
Outcome #5-I: Research Design and Analysis
	Week 9:  Presentation
Week 15: Paper

	POL 379 - Semester Internship Strategies
	Outcome #4-R: Network Strategy and internship
	Week 8: Mock Interview

	POL 480 - Semester Internship 
	Outcome #4-P: Professional development
Outcome #5-P: Professional accomplishment
	Week 15: Internship Essay
Week 15: Site supervisor assessment

	POL 489 - Senior Research
 
	Outcome #3-P: Collecting sources
Outcome #4-R: Literature Review
	Week 3: Articles
Week 6: L.R. Paper

	POL 490/491 - Thesis or Capstone
	Outcome #3-P: Capstone paper
Outcome #4-P: Capstone paper
Outcome #5-P: Capstone paper
	Week: Capstone rubric
Week: Capstone rubric
Week: Capstone rubric


(*Please note that we will use the college-wide assessment of senior research and thesis or capstone projects using adaptations of the AAC&U Inquiry & Analysis and Creative Thinking rubrics. It's essential to be aware that the School of Social Sciences, Humanities, and Communications is in the process of creating a unique School-Wide assessment instrument. This tool, which will differ slightly, may be adopted by the POL department in place of the College-Wide Rubric outlined below.)




Table 11. College-Wide Capstone Value Rubric
	Outcomes
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Summary and Explication of Knowledge (Outcome #1)
	Describes, synthesizes, and articulates the significance of the topical area of focus in great depth, as well as uses a variety of sources to meaningfully connect the topic to the field of research.
	Describes and synthesizes, in depth, the topical area of focus using a variety of sources and discusses implications from the field of research.
	Describes, in depth, the topical area of focus using a variety of sources and begins to discuss implications from the field of research.
	Includes basic information about the topical area of focus and its field of research

	Design Plan and Procedure (Outcome #2)
	Describes, in strong detail, the plan, methodology, or overview of steps taken and meaningfully articulates the reasoning behind these steps, as well as how they connect the previous research base to the targeted outcomes of the project.
	Describes, in strong detail, the plan, methodology, or overview of steps taken and fully articulates the reasoning behind these steps.
	Describes, in detail, the plan, methodology, or overview of steps taken and begins to articulate the reasoning behind these steps.
	Includes a basic plan, methodology, or overview of steps taken

	Implementation (Outcome #3)
	Demonstrates mastery of the field of study by contributing a project/product that is either meaningfully original or so thoroughly explicates a problem in the field to signify an excellent level of both knowledge and execution. It also demonstrates the student’s ability to take risks and reflect on both failures and successes.
	Demonstrates the specific School’s aim through the meaningful completion of a project/product that clearly shows effort and expertise, as well as evidence of compelling work ethic and a result that effectively contributes to the field of study significantly.
	Demonstrates the specific School’s aim through the meaningful completion of a project/product that clearly shows effort and expertise.
	Includes the completion of a project/product that fulfills the specific School’s requirements.

	Critical Reflection (Outcome #4 and 5)
	Demonstrates mastery of analysis and reflection, as well as limitations and implications, in a way that addresses all stages of the project through compelling language. Clearly articulates the evolution of the project and how / why decisions and changes were made.
	Describes in great detail and with compelling analysis why and how the project was developed, with specific attention to both insights into the application and limitations of the project.
	Describes why and how the project was developed, with specific attention to both insights into the application and limitations of the project.
	Includes a summary with some insight as to why and how the project or product was developed.

	Mechanics (Outcome #2)
	Uses language that skillfully communicates meaning to readers with clarity and fluency. Citations are used in the proper context. Sources are synthesized and there is clear analysis. Virtually error-free
	Uses straightforward language that generally conveys meaning to readers. The majority of citations follow the convention of the discipline and are used in context. Sources are generally synthesized and there is analysis. Few errors.
	Uses language that generally conveys meaning to readers with clarity. Writing and citations may include some errors in terms of the conventions of the discipline, synthesis and analysis.
	Uses language that sometimes impedes meaning because of errors in usage. Citations include many errors. There is a lack of synthesis and/or analysis.



FACULTY
The POL department consists of four full-time faculty members, several affiliated faculty members (full-time faculty in other departments who sometimes teach POL or cross-listed courses), and adjunct faculty members, overseen by the Associate Dean of SSC&H. The internship faculty (who also oversees students in Criminal Justice) is an integral part of the team. Brief biographies follow, with full CVs of full-time faculty members available in the appendices.  

Full-time POL faculty
Kyungseok Choo, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Social Science, Communications, and Humanities
Bio: K.C. (Kyungseok) Choo, Ph.D., holds administrative and academic roles at Endicott College, serving as the Associate Dean of the School of Social Science, Communication and Humanities, as well as the Professor and Director of the Homeland Security Graduate Programs. He is co-leading two significant U.S. Department of Justice Grants: the Computer Forensics and Digital Evidence Development Program and the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Training Development Program. K.C.'s extensive background in grant management is evident through his experience with over $12 million in external research grants. Of this, he's directly overseen a budget approximating $4 million, including his current DOJ grants. Prior to his tenure at Endicott College, K.C. contributed to Utica University as a Professor for the Criminal Justice Program and was the Director of the Financial Crime Management and Compliance Program.

Courses taught:
· CJ 302: Research Methods
· CJ 399: Independent Study: Comparative Analysis of Abortion Laws
· HLS 610: Directed Study: Cybersecurity Analyst



Michael Kilburn, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science
Bio: A graduate of Emory University's interdisciplinary ILA program, Michael Kilburn is a Professor of Politics and International Studies and Director of the Endicott Center for Oral History. His research interests include human rights, democratization, political culture and cultural politics, Central Europe, geography, and narratology.

Courses taught:
· POL113: American Government and Politics
· POL240: American Foreign Policy
· POL250: Political Theory
· POL 260: Identity Politics
· POL315: American Political Thought
· POL430: Human Rights
· IDS325: World Geography
· HON350: SAR Student Advocacy Seminar
· HON350/IDS201: American presidential election. 
· (POL325: Music and the State)
· CJ & POL study tour,  co-taught and co-run with Dr. Ashlie Perry

Vitaly Kozyrev, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science and International Studies
Bio: Dr. Vitaly Kozyrev is a Distinguished Political Science Professor at Endicott College in Beverly, MA, and an associate in research at the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at Harvard University. His major interests are great power politics, East-West relations, international conflict, and the political economy of regionalism and regional integration.

Courses taught:
· POL 215: The New Europe 
· POL 216: International Conflicts 
· POL 220: Comparative Political Models
· POL 240: American Foreign Policy 
· POL 280: Global Political Economy 
· POL 240: American Foreign Policy
· POL 312: Great Power Politics
· CHI 100/200: Chinese Language

Alana Tiemessen, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Political Science and Security Studies
Dr. Tiemessen is a McGill University (BA Political Science and the University of British Columbia (MA and PhD Political Science) graduate. Prior to joining Endicott College in 2015, she was a Visiting Assistant Professor at The University of Chicago and Bowdoin College. Dr. Tiemessen’s scholarship and teaching engage the politics of global conflicts, atrocity crimes, international justice, human rights, and gender. Her published work is on the politics of the International Criminal Court, Lawfare, and cultural genocide. She is currently working on an extended interdisciplinary project on the political and legal dimensions of cultural genocide. She also serves as the faculty advisor for Model United Nations.

Courses taught:
· POL110: World Politics
· POL310: Gender and Politics	
· POL 489: Senior Research 
· POL 490: Senior Thesis 
· LST110: Introduction to International Studies
· SST201: Global Risk
· CJ354: International Justice

Semahagn Abebe, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Political Science
Bio: Dr. Semahagn Abebe earned his LLB degree from Addis Ababa University and an LLM degree from the University of Amsterdam. He pursued his Masters (LLM) and Doctorate Degree (PhD) at the University of Goettingen. Dr. Abebe brings a wealth of experience, having worked as a public prosecutor and lecturer in Ethiopia. Dr. Abebe wrote "The Last Post-Cold-War Socialist Federation: Ethnicity, Ideology and Democracy in Ethiopia" (Routledge 2014). Dr. Abebe's research delves into human rights, international law, transitional and traditional justice, constitutional matters, and cultural issues pertinent to Sub-Saharan Africa.  As a Scholar-at-Risk for his political activism in Ethiopia from 2012 to 2013, he held the position of Bank of Ireland post-doctoral fellow at the Irish Centre for Human Rights at the National University of Ireland, Galway. He was an O’Brien Fellow at the Center for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism at McGill University, Montreal, from 2013 to 2014. He was then sponsored as a visiting assistant professor at the Human Rights Institute of the University of Connecticut until 2016, when he joined Endicott, first as a visiting professor and SAR fellow and as a full-time faculty from 2018. 

Courses taught:
· POL 225: International Law and Organizations
· POL 230: Political and Social Change in Developing Countries
· POL 430: Human Rights 
· CJ 354: International Justice
· HST217: Seminar on Immigrants and Refugees in World and US History
· HST 220: African History
· HON350: Seminar on Issues of Global Justice
· HON350: SAR Student Advocacy Seminar
· IDS325: World Geography
· LST110: Introduction to International Studies

Dylanie George, J.D.  Internship faculty for Political Science and Criminal Justice
Bio: Dylanie George holds dual licensure in Massachusetts as an attorney and a Certified Mediator, a Master of Science in Counseling from Salem State College (2006), and a Juris Doctor from Suffolk University Law School (2001). Her work intricately weaves legal proficiency and mental health advocacy, making them a unique asset in both domains. She is an active member of numerous professional associations related to cooperative education, family therapy, divorce mediation, and conflict resolution.

Courses taught:
· POL010: Internship strategies
· POL020: Internship strategies
· POL 379: Semester Internship Strategies

Affiliated Faculty 
(Full time Endicott faculty in other departments who also teach POL courses)

Ethan Boldt, Ph.D.,
Bio: Ethan Boldt is an Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice. He co-authored the Politics of Federal Prosecution (Oxford University Press), and his work has appeared in Political Research Quarterly, Journal of Law and Courts, State Politics and Policy Quarterly, and Criminal Justice Policy Review, among other outlets. He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Georgia in 2019.

Courses taught:
· POL343: Constitutional Law
· POL 270: Research methods
· POL 271: Advanced Research Methods

Michelle Mustone, J.D. 
Bio: Michelle Mustone practiced law for ten years in Massachusetts and served as the Bar Advocate for Gloucester District Court, Essex County. Michelle is also a licensed history teacher and taught in the special education program at Rockport High School. She has worked in licensure for the School of Education at Endicott College since 2002, overseeing and advising all students in the education programs. At Endicott College, she has taught in the Endicott Scholars Program, Constitutional law and philosophy classes, co-taught honors seminars in the US presidential election, and frequently guest lectures in various POL courses. She was also an advisor to the Model United Nations team and the Education Club. She holds a BA in Political Science from Wheaton College and a JD from Suffolk University Law School. 

Courses taught:
· POL320: Comparative Politics,
· POL343: Constitutional Law
· HON350: U.S. Presidential Elections, 
· HON 350: Law and Rebellion 


Ashlie Perry, Ph.D.,
Bio: Professor Perry is an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and Security Studies at Endicott College in Beverly, MA. Her research interests include identity politics, terrorism, collective action, and gendered crimes. Dr. Perry is part of the faculty team working on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion efforts in the classroom.

Courses taught:
· POL 265 - Political Psychology
· SST100: Introduction to Security Studies
· SST210: Terrorism Studies
· SST301: Global Risk: Assessing and Managing Transnational Threats 
· CJ 355 - Race and Justice

Rocky Gangle, Ph.D.,
Bio: Jonathon "Rocco" Gangle is a philosopher whose current research focuses on metaphysics, semiotics, diagrammatic logic, and category theory. He is also one of the foremost translators and expositors of the work of contemporary French thinker Francois Laruelle. He has published several books, including Diagrammatic Immanence: Category Theory and Philosophy (2015) and Gianluca Caterina, Iconicity and Abduction (2016). He is co-director of the Center for Diagrammatic and Computational Philosophy. At Endicott, Gangle teaches various philosophy, intellectual history, and religious studies courses.

Courses taught:
· POL250: Political Theory

Adjunct Faculty
Rob Chwaliszewski, J.D. 
Bio: Robert Chwaliszewski is an attorney and has been teaching courses in Political Science, Criminal Justice, and Sociology, as well as first-year seminars as an adjunct instructor at Endicott College for 21 years. He was employed as a corporate lawyer for over 20 years in the high-tech industry, primarily as in-house counsel for the Hewlett-Packard Company and its spin-off, Agilent Technologies. Since leaving HP, Robert has advised corporate clients of two law firms and business professionals on employment and business law matters in his law practice. He has a Juris Doctor degree from Suffolk University School of Law and a Masters of Law in Taxation from Boston University School of Law. He also taught courses in the Political Science Department and the Girard School of Business and International Commerce at Merrimack College for 34 years.

Courses taught:
· POL343: Constitutional Law
· POL382: Environmental Law and Politics
· POL 271: Advanced Research Methods

Jacob Meunier, Ph.D. 
Bio: A native of Massachusetts, Jacob Meunier earned his Bachelor of Arts from Pomona College before moving to Europe in 1991. In Brussels, Belgium, he interned with a Member of the European Parliament and worked with a public affairs consultancy. He earned a Masters degree from the Institute for International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland, then returned to the US to pursue his doctorate. After earning his Ph.D. in Comparative History from Brandeis University, he worked as a consultant and teacher in Boston. He lived in Hong Kong for much of the 2010s, where he was a lecturer in history at a college of the University of Hong Kong. Since 2020, Dr. Meunier has taught history, geography, and politics at Endicott College. Dr. Meunier is the co-author of Bridges and Barriers: A Survey of the European Union’s Mediterranean Policy, 1961–1998 (1999) and the author of On the Fast Track: French Railway Modernization and the Origins of the TGV, 1944–1983 (2001).

Courses taught:
· POL113: American Government and Politics
· POL250: Political Theory
· HST310: Economies and Peoples

Ken Riaf, J.D.
Bio: Ken Riaf has taught as a visiting lecturer and adjunct instructor at Salem State University and Endicott College for twenty years. He is a former commercial fisherman out of Gloucester, Massachusetts, where he currently practices law and consults on Open Ocean Aquaculture regulation and policy. Riaf has a bachelor's degree in Political Science from Northeastern University and a Juris Doctorate from the University of the District of Columbia. Riaf is on the Board of Directors of the historic Fishing Schooner Adventure and the Advisory Board of the Gloucester Writers Center. A recipient of the Cape Ann Historical Commission’s Culture Award, his writings for stage and screen have been produced and broadcast nationally and overseas.

Courses taught:
· POL113: American Government and Politics
· IDS201: American presidential election. 

Guy Bellino, Ph.D.,
Bio: Guy has a Ph.D. in Public Policy from Northeastern University and extensive experience teaching courses in American government, public policy, public administration, and research methods. He deeply values the importance of public higher education to society and the civic-minded and student-centered history of a liberal arts degree. He believes that students can do almost anything with a political science degree. 

Courses taught:
· POL113: American Government and Politics

Faculty development
Endicott faculty enjoy generous support for conference participation, workshops, and research through the faculty Professional Development fund (current individual up to $5400/year) and opportunities for course releases and sabbatical leave. The Division of Academic Success also offers in-house professional development programming and services through its Center for Teaching and Learning.  The Division of Academic Resources also supports some of our Political Science majors through its Student Support and Peer Tutoring programs and the free services of Endicott’s Writing Center.  
STUDENTS
Enrollment
The enrollment trend has been stable over the past couple of years. Then, there was a notable increase in Fall 2023, followed by a high retention of students into Spring 2024. This could result from POL faculty members’ efforts in program promotion, recruitment, and retention and from working with the Endicott admission and recruitment team. 
Table 12. Political Sciences and International Studies Majors (Undergraduate Day Division only)
	 
	Fall 2021
	Spring 2022
	Fall 2022
	Spring 2023
	Fall 2023
	Spring 2024

	Political Science Major 
	17
	18
	19
	18
	29
	29

	International Studies Major
	5
	5
	2
	2
	3
	1


Over the same period, enrollment in Political Science courses shows a pattern of oscillation, with significant increases in the spring semesters. Despite these fluctuations, the general direction is upward, indicating a growing interest or capacity in the program/course over time, with particularly strong enrollments during the spring periods. 
Table 13. Enrollment in Political Sciences Courses
	 
	Fall 2021
	Spring 2022
	Fall 2022
	Spring 2023
	Fall 2023
	Spring 2024

	Political Science
	115
	178
	124
	186
	142
	199


Student Population Served.
In Spring 2024, the gender distribution among POL students significantly leaned towards female representation. Of 32 students, 22, accounting for 73%, were female. In comparison, the gender composition of Endicott College is also skewed towards being predominantly female, accounting for 65%. The trend at the college level aligns with the College’s history of once being an all-women’s college. 

Table 14. Political Science/International Studies Majors: Spring 2024 Gender Composition
	
	Gender Fall 2023
	Traditional UNDG Students

	 
	n
	%
	n
	%

	Female
	22
	73%
	2,000
	65%

	Male
	8
	27%
	1,066
	35%

	Total
	32
	100%
	3,066
	100%


The political science (POL) student population exhibits less diversity overall. Within the major, White and Hispanic/Latino students collectively constitute over 90% of the enrollment, with White students making up 77% and Hispanic/Latino students accounting for 17%. This demographic distribution somewhat reflects the broader college composition, where White students represent 86% and Hispanic/Latino students comprise 6% of the student body.
Table 15. Race/Ethnicity Composition-B.S. Political Science
	Race/Ethnicity, full-time students
	Fall 2023

	 
	Political Science
	Traditional Undergraduates

	
	n
	%
	n
	%

	Nonresident Alien
	0
	0%
	
	

	Black or African American
	0
	0%
	3
	0.1%

	American Indian or Alaska Native
	0
	0%
	26
	0.8%

	Asian
	0
	0%
	42
	1.4%

	Hispanic/Latino
	5
	17%
	169
	5.5%

	Native Hawaiian or OPI
	0
	0%
	2
	0.1%

	White
	23
	77%
	2,639
	86.1%

	Two or more races
	1
	3%
	91
	3.0%

	Unknown/Other
	1
	3%
	54
	1.8%

	Total
	30
	100
	3,066
	100%



Academic Advising
The Associate Dean of the School of Social Sciences, Communication, and Humanities assigns all students an advisor per the Endicott College Faculty Association Contract. Each faculty has a maximum advising load of 25 students, allowing for close and frequent contact and mentoring. Faculty must post and maintain a regular office hour schedule of 5 hours/week. Students must meet with faculty at least once per semester before registering for classes and discuss their INT 100 and INT 200 experience, as the faculty advisor assigns a grade to their reflection paper.  Outside these required meetings, students are encouraged to meet with their advisors for course and program advising to discuss study abroad options, internship, career, and graduate study. Tools such as MyEndicott and Stellic are used to facilitate advising meetings, which may happen during regular office hours, by appointment, or by Zoom.
Internships
A comprehensive and integrated internship program has been a hallmark of Endicott’s signature applied learning model since the founding of the College in 1939. Supervised field internships and other forms of experiential learning complement rigorous academic study to provide students with both professional competencies and a comprehensive Liberal Arts education. This allows students in the POL major to apply their classroom study to “real world” political issues in policy, research, activism, etc. Regardless of the student's ultimate career -and Endicott has an enviable placement rate of 99% employed in their field or pursuing graduate study- the training and experience of the POL major encourages students to be informed, active, and engaged citizens as well as professionals.
The POL degree incorporates the College’s established internship format of two, 2 credit bearing 120-hour internships completed in the Winter or Summer intersessions of the student's first and second years, plus an entire semester (35-40 hours a week for 14 weeks), 12 credit internship in the student’s senior year at Endicott, typically in the fall semester. The program is flexible enough to accommodate circumstances where students may complete the entire semester internship during their third academic year or summer to complete an accelerated degree, study abroad, or pursue professional opportunities. 
All internships are supervised by a site supervisor, a dedicated internship faculty, and a faculty member during the entire semester internship. The full semester internship includes a weekly academic component that requires students to return to campus for an in-person 3-hour internship supervision seminar managed by a faculty member. Written assignments, debriefings, and discussions on each internship are covered. Additionally, any concerns or problems with the internship site are addressed in the academic session. Internship sites range across various public and private institutions dealing directly or indirectly with politics, with students typically completing internships in three broad areas of government, civil society, and the law. 
A long-term partnership with the Washington Internship Institute allows students to work and study in Washington DC, with a curated selection of summer or full semester internships in a variety of federal agencies, Congressional offices, embassies, businesses, and a variety of nonprofit and advocacy organizations while also taking classes that enhance the professional development experience. Endicott student Pemma Lhazin is featured on the WII website for her F2022 internship with NOW.
Students may also arrange internship opportunities abroad in consultation with the Office of International Education. They can participate in short-term study, service learning, and alternative spring break opportunities in fields and sites relevant to political science.

Table 16. Examples of recent POL Internship Sites
	American Red Cross
	CT Republican Party
	International Law Institute

	Beacon Hill Institute
	The SEES Group
	Schulman and Associates

	The Normandy Group
	DC Law Students in Court
	Scituate Town Hall

	Anti-Human Trafficking Intelligence Initiative
	Office of Senator John McCain
	The Borgen Project
The Governor's Office

	Attorney General of Massachusetts- Maura Healey
	Office of Senator Elizabeth Warren
	The New York Film Academy

	Affolter Gannon law attorneys
	Massachusetts State House

	State Department: Diplomatic Security

	Barrington Institute; Beacon Hill Institute
	AmeriCorps Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA)
	Office of Senator Elizabeth Warren

	Change is Simple
	Beverly Hospital
	Ed Markey for US Senate

	Boston Dog Lawyer
Breanna Lungo-Koehn
	ALEC (American Legislative Exchange Council)
	Donahue, Durham & Noonan, P.C.

	Let’s Grow Kids
	El Barrio
	Environment Massachusetts

	Environmental League of Massachusetts
	Office of State Rep. Tom Golden
	Office of Representative Clae Cronin 

	Hillsborough County Attorney's Office
	Office of State Senator Patrick O`Connor
	Policy Center for the New South

	Business Council for International Understanding
	Operation Fightback
Parliamentary
	Law Office of Kevin Patrick Seaver

	Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 
	Office of Congressman Seth Moulton
	Richard Tisei Congressional Campaign



Opportunities for Extra-Curricular Engagement
Beyond the classroom and the professional environment of the internship experience, Endicott students have many opportunities to engage and apply their learning through research opportunities, club activities, and community service. The following is a sample of extracurricular activities of particular interest to POL majors.

Research opportunities
Students can participate in faculty research through work study and grant-funded projects. Recent projects include:
· Political Science students participated as Research Assistants or Interns in two federal grants sponsored by the U.S. Department of Justice. The first, from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, is dedicated to enhancing computer forensics and digital evidence skills. The second, from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, focuses on advancing IoT forensics and cryptocurrency investigations.
· Work study student research assistants and focus groups for a forthcoming human rights textbook, co-authored by Drs. Michael Kilburn and Semahagn Abebe
· Student research assistants for Dr. Tiemessen’s project on cultural genocide.
Honors societies
In addition to the Endicott Scholars honors program and a chapter of the national Mortar Board senior honors society, Endicott also hosts a chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the national honor society for Political Science, providing opportunities for members to attend special events, initiate fundraising efforts, discuss career and graduate school options, and attend the annual national conference. Political Science juniors and seniors in the top 1/3 of their class (currently ~ 3.5 cumulative grade point average and a B minimum for POL courses are eligible for membership in PSA. Originally chartered in the Spring of 2012, the Endicott College’s chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, Alpha Theta Sigma, has two faculty co-advisors, Dr. Michael Kilburn and Dr. Alana Tiemesson. As of S2023, the chapter has inducted 46 members, including annual honorary inductions of distinguished faculty and national and local political figures.
Clubs
There are several POL-related and affiliated student clubs on campus for students to network and develop their advocacy, organizational and entrepreneurial skills. 
· Political Action Committee
The Political Action Committee (PAC) is a non-partisan political club open to students of all majors and years. The club organizes campus-wide and club-specific events to raise political awareness and encourage civic leadership, such as guest speakers, debates/discussions on current events and policy issues, voter registration drives, etc. 
· Human Rights Club
The Human Rights Club was created in 2022 as a co-curricular Service Learning project for POL430: Human Rights and the Scholars-at-Risk honors seminar.  It is currently organized as a subsidiary of the Political Action Committee and the Center for Belonging and Inclusion to run human rights-related club programming such as Scholars at Risk and Amnesty International petition and letter writing campaigns, a human rights film and guest speaker series, and community service opportunities. 
· Model United Nations
Our Endicott team participates in the annual Harvard National Model UN (HNMUN) conference every year in February, where each college team represents a country in various UN bodies, drafting and negotiating resolutions on contemporary global issues and crises. Students prepare policy briefs and learn about their country in the months prior. They spend four days in Boston meeting other MUN delegates from around the world. MUN allows students to build public speaking, policy-making, and negotiation skills. HNMUN brings together approximately 1,300 students from over 30 countries for this annual conference.
· Law and Justice Club
The Law and Justice Club is open to students interested in political science, criminal justice, justice, and law-related issues. This club meets regularly to plan outreach projects, bring speakers to campus, and learn about various professions in the law and justice field. Members also have the opportunity to attend national conferences of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS). 
· Environmental Justice Working Group
A joint initiative of Endicott's Office of Sustainability and Diversity Equity Inclusion and Belonging, the Environmental Justice Working Group operates at the intersectionality of social and environmental inequities. As a stakeholder in the Beverly and greater Northshore community, Endicott has formed EJWG as a forum for students, faculty, and community members/groups to identify local needs and to determine how Endicott could become involved in environmental and social justice and equity issues and concerns. Beginning with education, consciousness-raising, and networking on campus and with local groups, the EJWG continues to set goals and use Endicott's resources to continue its involvement in local EJ initiatives to create a healthier and more just environment and society for all. 
· Wrongful Convictions Working Group
Following a moving and engaging 2022 visit by exoneree Sean Ellis (whose tragic story of wrongful imprisonment was detailed in Netflix’s Trial Four) and engagement with the New England Innocence Project and the Equal Justice Initiative, POL, and CJ students began organizing the WCWG to raise awareness and advocate on behalf of and criminal justice reform.

Affiliated Organizations
· ROTC
 The Army ROTC program at Endicott is designed to enhance a student’s education by integrating leadership and management theory into the curriculum using leadership practicum modules. Through coursework and in-class practical experience, students develop decision-making, team-building, and time-management skills—leadership qualities essential to success in any field, including corporate or research careers. Upon completing the ROTC program, students are awarded a commission as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Army. Non-scholarship students may participate in the first two years of Army ROTC with no commitment to military service. The Military Science and Leadership Program is a four-year program composed of the Basic Course (first and second years) and the Advanced Course (junior and senior years). Several students in the Criminal Justice Department utilize the Army ROTC program.

Lectures and Special Events 
Our students also have many opportunities to attend presentations on campus given by invited guests -practitioners, politicians, scholars, and Endicott faculty members - on a range of contemporary issues. These guests often visit specific classes or are part of a larger panel open to student engagement. A partial list of such events in recent years includes the following:
2024 
· Class visit to POL430: Human Rights by Father Max Sklar (recently returned from Ramallah) on the human rights situation in Palestine. 2023
2023
· Ted Bettencourt, Mayor of Peabody, POL113 (12/07)
· Roberto Gonzales, “Political change in Argentina” POL113 (12/07)
· Rachid Sow, guest lecture on immigration in HST217
· Jesse Wegman “Let the people pick the president” for POL113(11/09)
· Diana Boros, “Close Reading Simone de Beauvoir” (11/07)
· Environmental lawyer Jan Schlichtman, class visit to POL113 on the Judiciary. (11/02)
· Joel Ankunda, Pearl Mirembe, and Kenny Riaf, a panel on international perspectives on the law. (10/05)
· Joel Ankunda, Pearl Mirembe, Michael Kilburn, Anna Suranyi, Sergio Inestroza, Semahagn Abebe, KC Choo, a panel on immigration for a team-taught interdisciplinary seminar. (10/05)
2022
· Law and narrative: webcast + panel with Michelle, Dylanie, and Kenny Riaf (12/01)
· PAC field trip to Rep. Moulton (MA-6) town hall, Newburyport (10/17)
· Adam Braver and Paloma Bellizzi: Scholars at Risk (09/19, 2022)
· Adam Braver “Banned Books week welcoming address” Halle Library
· Fernando Tohme, class visit: “Academic freedom in junta Argentina” (09/21)
· Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh, Commencement speaker and Hon. Doctorate (05/21)
· Steven Palmer (MIT) “Ukraine war” (04/24) 
· Calvin Ramsey “The Green Book” lecture, discussion, and reading  (03/8-9)
·  Bisrat Lemessa “Narratives of conflict”  (03/08)
· “Perspectives on the Ukraine Crisis” event included Professors Kozyrev, Abebe and Tiemessen (03/09)



2021
· David Kovar, Michael Kilburn, Vitaly Kozyrev, Warren Jarafrian, “The Importance of Negotiation” panel discussion.  (11/17)
· Panel on Conflict in Ethiopia, (12/08)
2020
· Larry Spotted Crow: “We are the story, we are the land” (10/29)
· SFF “Changing the game” (03/09)
· Lauren Barthold: speaking personally: 1st person narratives in civic discourse.”  (6/18)
2019
· Civil Rights and Social justice activist Marvin Gilmore (03/12)
· Alum Garret Pucket (POL ‘18) “How to succeed in Washington, DC” (02/22)
2018
·  Lauren Barthold and John Sarrouf, “Humility, Conviction, and Civic Engagement: An interactive presentation on dialogic pedagogy”(04/18)
· Cybersecurity Panel, featuring four highly successful Endicott Alumni: a Biogen Global Security Operations officer, Intelligence and Risk Manager at National Grid, Santander Bank Financial Intelligence Analyst, and a Sales Engineer at Carbon Black, Inc. (11/13) 
· Women Leaders in Homeland Security: Panel members included a Cybersecurity Engineer from Raytheon, the Director of Operations and Response Division for Maine Emergency Management Agency, a Senior Planner in the Risk Analysis Branch of FEMA Region 1, a Group supervisor in Homeland Security Investigations, DHS, and a former Senior Executive Service Manager for the U.S. Marshall Service 10/25)
2017
· Tori Bonney, Press Secretary for Rep. Chellie Pingree (ME): “Political Communication in 140 characters or less: Democracy in the age of Twitter” 12/01) 
· Kelsey McNiff and Larry Volk: Narratives of concentration camps (04/24)
· Czech underground artist and dissident Milan Kohout: “Notes from Underground: What’s it like making rock’n’roll ART in a police state? The same, only harder, much harder…” (04/13) 
· “America First?” Panel featuring Professor Tiemessen (02/20)
· Ndaba Mandela (grandson of Nelson Mandela) talk (02/16)
· Semahagn Abebe and Darese Kassa, “Things fall apart? American Foreign policy, democracy, justice, and development in Africa.” (02/17)
2016
· Dr. Fernando Tohme: Universidad Nacional del Sur, Argentina “Torn between populism and neoliberalism: the broken dream of Argentina and the lessons for the rest” (12/05) 
· Tori Bonney: The Art of Spin: Strategic narrative in US elections”(11/16)
· Dan Rea, WBZ radio live broadcast “Talk the Vote” (10/24)
· Mary Thompson Jones, “Speak softly and carry a memory stick: WikiLeaks and the language of diplomacy”(09/23)  
· Immaculee Illibigiza, “Survival and forgiveness in the Rwandan Genocide” (03/24)
· Screening of It’s a Girl, the 2012 documentary about girls who are aborted, killed after birth, or abandoned in India and China. The film highlights the problem of gendercide and social practices. The screening includes a question and answer session with Director Evan Davis (02/04)
2015
· The Myth of Never Again: Understanding and Preventing Contemporary Genocide Professor Tiemessen for International Education Week event (11/ 29)
· The Syria Crisis: Endicott Faculty panel featuring Professors Kilburn, Kozyrev, Tiemessen, and Perry (10/20)
· John Bul Dau “A Lost Boy’s journey to leadership” (09/15)
· Barbara Falk “Dilemmas of dissidence: the parole of the powerless” (04/27)
2014
· David Cobb “We the People” (11/05)
· David Hartsough, peace activist (10/02) 
2013
· Michael Dukakis, (12/04)
· John Tierney, film screening and discussion on hunger, “A Place at the Table.” Hosted and moderated by Michael Kilburn (04/29)

STUDENT SERVICES
The Division of Academic Success
The Division of Academic Success provides various academic support opportunities for undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral students at Endicott College. We employ many student employees and professional staff members to offer services and programs designed to help all Endicott students succeed academically. We aim to provide ways to learn in the community and receive impactful and individualized academic support. 
 
The Division of Academic Success offers accessible services, including peer and professional content and writing tutoring, academic coaching, advising, and assistance for students with documented disabilities. The Division’s support offerings are designed to provide each student with personalized, meaningful, and connection-focused learning experiences grounded in a strengths-based philosophy. We align our services to meet the academic needs identified by students and faculty to ensure that our students thrive in and out of the classroom. In addition to our traditional services, the Division offers academic skill-building workshops, learning communities, and social events to foster genuine peer-to-peer connections through deep learning and enrichment opportunities.

Center for Accessibility Services
Endicott College, through the Division of Academic Success and the Center for Accessibility Services, seeks to provide reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals as stated by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 Title III, and the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA). Accommodations provide qualified individuals with an equal opportunity to obtain the same benefits or privileges as those available to a similarly situated individual without a disability. Students are required to self-identify and provide documentation of their disability. Eligibility for reasonable and appropriate accommodations will be determined on an individual basis (per Endicott College’s Accessibility Policy). 
Examples of potential accommodations at Endicott College include, but are not limited to, Alternative Text Materials, Assistive Technology, Testing Accommodations, Note-Taking Assistance, and Screen Readers/Scribes.
Advising Services Center. 
At the Advising Services Center, professional and peer advisors help prepare students for meetings with their academic advisors by organizing all necessary forms and other materials. They address general questions and provide advice regarding registration, changes in majors/minors, adding or dropping courses, study abroad, and graduation. Additionally, they offer drop-in consultations for student use.
The Center for Student Success and Retention. 
The Center works to help all students with support from matriculation to graduation. The Center for Student Success and Retention helps students adjust to college life and successfully navigate their Endicott experience. When certain life events or unforeseen circumstances impact a student’s education, they work with students to find possible solutions. Examples of such circumstances include a need to transfer, take a leave of absence, or leave the College for any reason. The Center for Student Success and Retention requires a personal exit interview and completion of student withdrawal forms.
Student Support Center. 
The Student Support Center is where students form an engaging and proactive relationship with a professional learning consultant connected to the college and its culture. They coach, model, and mentor by customizing strategies to help students reach their goals. The services that the student center provides include Organizing course material and managing a college schedule; Creating work plans and study schedules from initiation to completion based on class syllabi and other commitments; Managing calendars and to-do lists; Preparing for exams by working on test-taking strategies; Assisting in accessing additional resources around campus, including tutoring, writing, and counseling services; Developing academic self-awareness and confidence; Encouraging the balance between academic responsibilities and navigating college life; and connecting students to campus opportunities for involvement and engagement.
Tutoring Center.
 The Tutoring Center has professional and peer tutors representing a variety of disciplines. Certified by the College Reading and Learning Association (CRLA), the Tutoring Center helps students prepare for exams, address homework assignments, tackle projects, and review and reinforce material presented in class.
The Writing Center. 
The Writing Center has dedicated professional and peer tutors from various fields to assist our students.  Certified by the College Reading and Learning Association, the Writing Center provides individual and group writing support for all members of the Endicott community – students, faculty, and staff alike. They provide collaborative face-to-face or online tutoring sessions while committed to helping students maximize their written communication skills at all stages of the composing process.

FACILITIES and RESOURCES

Many POL courses are taught in classrooms in the Wax Academic Center. Still, some are also taught in classrooms in the Halle Library, The Post Center, the Ginger Judge Science Center, and the Curtis L. Gerrish School of Business.  The classrooms are well-equipped with a smart board, computer console, and overhead projector for screening PowerPoint presentations and web-based course content.  Though class sizes are kept small at Endicott to facilitate an individualized learning environment, there are a variety of larger lecture halls and auditoriums on campus to accommodate plenary sessions, joint classes, larger meetings, guest speakers, and all-campus events.
· Cleary Lecture Hall: lecture hall/auditorium (750 capacity)
· Rose Theater: a fully equipped performing arts venue in the Center for Visual and Performing Arts (250 capacity) 
· Klebanoff Auditorium (150 capacity)
· Center for Belonging and Inclusion (150 capacity)
· Little Theater (150 capacity)
· Post Center Hospitality suite (100 capacity)
· Hempstead Seminar rooms (47 capacity/ divisible three rooms)
· Tia's Black Box Theater - 85
· Wylie Conference Center: a full-service conference facility on our South Campus with various rooms and facilities and an adjoining hotel.
The Diane Meyers Halle Library. 
The Diane Meyers Halle Library at Endicott College supports the English program and the institution-wide curriculum with approximately 125,000 items, including approximately 1,800 audio-visual items and approximately 6,900 microform volumes.  Endicott College library patrons may also access (electronically in most cases) 77,000 unique periodical title sources.    
Numerous online, full-text, library-selected journal databases and subject collections support the Political Science program, including EBSCOhost MLA Directory of Periodicals and MLA International Bibliography; InfoTrac Academic OneFile; EBSCOhost Academic Search Premier, ProQuest Dissertations and Theses; Lexis/Nexis Academic; ProQuest Central; and SAGE Premier.  Approximately 1,548 periodical title sources in language and literature are currently represented in Halle Library’s online databases.

The Library is open 96.5 hours per week during the academic year to support the academic community.  It is staffed by six full-time library personnel, one part-time employee, and approximately 20 part-time student workers per semester.  Four of the six full-time staff members (the library director and three full-time reference librarians) have professional MLS degrees.  Library reference staff provides individual and group instruction to assist students with their current research and information needs and to develop information literacy skills that will facilitate lifelong learning.  Via in-person, telephone, and online means, reference services are available to both local and distance learners.  

In addition to resources immediately available at Halle Library, Endicott College is a member of the North of Boston Library Exchange (NOBLE), a consortium of 28 public and academic libraries collectively holding over three million volumes available to members of participating institutions.  Daily delivery service among NOBLE member libraries expedites the transfer of material owned by those libraries and requested by members of the Endicott community. On-site reciprocal borrowing privileges are also available.  
The Halle Library is also a participating member of the Massachusetts Statewide Virtual Catalog, enabling patrons to access additional millions of volumes across the Commonwealth.  Funded by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, the Statewide Virtual Catalog enables patrons to search multiple Massachusetts library catalogs and consortiums to locate desired titles, which are then sent via inter-library loan to the destination library for pick-up.  

For materials located beyond state borders, the Halle Library also utilizes OCLC, the Online Computer Library Center, which includes over 25,900 libraries in 170 countries worldwide. OCLC member libraries make up the largest global library consortium, enabling Endicott College students and faculty to locate and acquire library materials beyond Massachusetts, shipped to the destination library via interlibrary loan.

STUDENT OUTCOMES
Internship Site Supervisor Assessment
As demonstrated earlier, every POL student is required to do a semester-long internship during their senior year at Endicott. The chart below shows how POL seniors (n=4) were evaluated by their internship site supervisors in the fall of 2023. They were checked on various skills and attributes such as the ability to learn, reading/writing/computation, listening and oral communication, professional and career development, and character attributes. The POL interns scored over 4 out of 5 scale in all areas. They were best at their daily work habits, scoring 4.42, and did a little less in reading and writing.  

Chart 1. Internship Site Supervisor Assessment Outcomes
[image: ]
According to the chart below, POL students' scores were slightly lower than other majors in the School of Social Sciences, Communication, and Humanities. However, since the evaluation was based on just four POL interns, it's hard to draw firm conclusions from these numbers. 




Chart 2. Semester Internship Assessment Comparison within the School of SSC&H
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Our Graduates: Employment or Into Graduate Programs
Endicott College's Career Center has conducted surveys revealing that POL program alums have exceptional post-graduation success. Their rate of securing full-time employment or pursuing further education within a half-year of graduation holds its own against—and often surpasses—the outcomes of their peers within the Social Sciences, Communication, and Humanities School and across the broader college community. Within the cohorts of 2021 and 2022, comprised of 13 graduates from the POL and International Studies majors, nearly all responded to our post-graduation survey. Among the respondents, an overwhelming majority—nine out of twelve—had smoothly transitioned into full-time employment. At the same time, the remaining three had committed to advancing their educational journey through graduate studies.
Table 17: Post-Graduate Placement in 2022
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Table 18: Post-Graduate Placement in 2021
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S.W.O.T. ANALYSIS
Strengths
· Endicott College is a uniquely collegial institution with high morale, a loyal and dedicated workforce, and mainly smooth, constructive, and respectful working relationships between faculty, staff, administration, and students. Since 2010, the Chronicle of Higher Education has consistently named Endicott College as a “Great College to Work For.” This positive working environment makes addressing challenges and capitalizing on opportunities a team effort.

· The program benefits from the sound financial position of the College, its growing reputation, and growing student enrollment. With the administration's support, the program can afford to be flexible and entrepreneurial, quickly developing programming and coursework to respond to changing trends in academia and the volatility of the political climate and world events. For example, we were able to put together panels quickly and special course sessions on the wars in Syria, Ukraine, and Gaza, as well as momentous Supreme Court decisions and developments in presidential elections, to address contemporary issues and student concerns.

· Another strength of the POL department at Endicott College is its diverse and well-credentialed faculty with various specializations. All the current full-time faculty in the department have PhDs in their respective fields and broad academic and professional experience. Distinguished Professor Kozyrev is active in policy and think tanks both in the US and abroad, particularly in his examination of East Asian and Russian policies and developments. Fluent in both Chinese and Russian (he was an interpreter for Gorbachev), with worldwide affiliations, he is in great demand as a speaker and policy analyst. Professor Abebe is also a practitioner and a human rights scholar with a significant media presence on Ethiopian and East African politics and postcolonial and developing world perspectives.  Professor Kilburn brings his interdisciplinary training and perspective to enrich political studies with insights from cultural studies, geography, and critical theory, on which he presents and publishes broadly. Professor Tiemessen’s work has been well published in international justice, security, and cultural genocide. The faculty's various backgrounds, experiences, and associations bring a complementary and rich interdisciplinary approach to the major. Adjunct faculty, especially practitioners, also provide students with diverse perspectives of the political science and security studies fields.

· Unlike some departments, POL employs relatively few adjuncts (3-4 adjuncts per semester), most of whom are long-term employees. They are mentored, and faculty members freely share syllabi and course materials, facilitating quality control and consistency across sections. Part-time employees are invited to participate in departmental meetings and professional development, which creates a sense of collegiality and morale (if not equity).
· The breadth of course offerings is both a strength and a weakness (see below). It draws on various faculty expertise and can respond to various student interests and majors. Periodic curriculum revisions update and bolster traditional courses, including new courses that address contemporary problems and fill curriculum gaps. A streamlined mechanism of Special Topics courses allows new course offerings to be fast-tracked and field-tested before adding to the curriculum. Our faculty are also often selected to teach honors seminars, broadly infusing political content across the curriculum.
· Another strength of the course offerings is that introductory and most core courses are taught by full-time faculty, allowing students to feel welcomed in the department from their first year. The popularity of our introductory level courses in World Politics and American Government as General Education electives has also exposed many students from across majors to Political Science.
· While the number of majors is relatively low, many POL courses also service General Education—including DEIB—and ED curriculum framework requirements (see the complete list of Gen Ed electives in the appendix). The growth of the education program in general, and those pursuing secondary ED licensure (requiring civics) in particular, has ancillary benefits that support the POL curriculum.
· The internship program is one of the institution's greatest strengths, and POL majors have had great success and prestigious placements with a range of state, federal, and international agencies, centers, and NGOs. The partnership with the Washington Internship Institute has increased opportunities for our majors and interest from others. The breadth of the POL major facilitates internships that are "interdisciplinary" in addressing the policy aspects of a number of more focus areas: education, health, energy, security, environmentalism, etc. The practical skills developed from the internship experience augment the focus on critical thinking and systems analysis in the classroom to position students to understand, interrogate, and engage with political processes, a skill set with wide application in any field. 
· The high full-time employment rates, diversity of employment opportunities, and high acceptance rate of law and graduate school among our majors make the program attractive for ambitious students.  

· The POL department’s collaborative relationship with the Homeland Security 5th Year Masters Program allows students to dual enroll in 2 graduate courses during their undergraduate senior year. This makes it possible for students to graduate with a B.S. in Political Science and a M.S. in Homeland Security Studies in 5 years. 
· The POL major supports and is supported by study abroad opportunities, which enrich the course offerings and field experience of majors, particularly those 
· There are many extracurricular opportunities for students both on and off campus, including the ability to network with NGOs, such as Scholars at Risk, Amnesty International, government agencies and programs, and the private sector.

Weaknesses/Challenges
· Despite the positive working environment and generic support of the program from administration, there has been a lot of restructuring at the institutional level in recent years, with changes in leadership (a new College President and executive team from F2019; shuffling of Provosts, HR staff, and Associate Deans -including oversight of POL) and a major restructuring of the School of Arts and Sciences to cleave off a School of Science and Technology and create a hybrid School of Social Sciences, Communication, and Humanities. As a result, priorities and agendas have shifted frequently at the top and from the top down and not always transparently. The new structures and leadership create new synergies, and the loose oversight gives giddy academic freedom and entrepreneurship. Still, the lack of consistency, direction, and transparency makes planning and building the program difficult. 

· Additionally, marketing has been a bit of a black box, with input from faculty and department heads seemingly foreclosed. The lack of departmental pages on the website, in particular, and the departments' lack of agency to build their public-facing profile and brand, in general, weaken the department's identity and ability to attract students.

· Though the diversity of course offerings is listed as a strength above, the breadth and proliferation of elective courses have also made enrollment and staffing tricky. While adding richness and specificity to the POL curriculum, the diversity of courses offered in the department is also a liability, as many course offerings have to be canceled due to low enrollment. Given concurrent changes at the macro level of the institution, it is unclear if this is a function of the 2020 program revision.

· Despite the rich faculty expertise and course offerings in international and interdisciplinary approaches to politics, the department lacks state /local politics and public policy. The previous associate dean introduced some courses in public policy, but they have been unstaffed since his departure. This weakness is acute as many students work for local and state administrations and agencies and need to be conversant in the language and mechanics of policy as the praxis of politics. Most classes broadly cover or touch upon issues of legitimacy, governance, neutral competence, and administrative process. Still, dedicated classes in state and Local politics and the policy process are a glaring gap in the curriculum.
· The heavy 4/4 teaching load without TAs and other contractual obligations, such as advising and committee service expectations, make scholarly productivity impractical for most faculty. Faculty strive to stay current with the state of the field and consistently update classes to remain academically relevant, but maintaining an active research agenda and developing new areas of scholarship is a challenge. This burden is somewhat leavened by generous professional development in terms of financial support to present at and attend conferences (currently $5400/year), course releases (24/year college-wide), sabbatical leave, and support for on-campus colloquia, speakers, and special programming, but the structural constraints may prevent faculty from realizing their full potential as scholars. Of course, Endicott College is primarily a Teaching/Professional institution rather than an R1 or 2. Though it does grant several doctoral degrees, it is still, at heart and in name, a Baccalaureate College so that the point may be moot. However, as it rises in rank and prestige, the scholarly productivity of the faculty may be a consideration.
· Though not unique to our department, the research methods sequence and training do not seem well aligned with the Senior Thesis outcomes or the relevance to our graduates' professional and post-secondary study aspirations. This mismatch is compounded by a recent executive decision to add a capstone option to the senior thesis project. The connection between the senior project and the full-semester senior internship should also be strengthened, if not necessarily fully integrated, as it is in some departments.  

· The lack of diversity in the student body is a weakness for seriously and critically engaging in the pressing political issues of the day and preparing students for an ever more diverse and interconnected world. As citizens and future professionals, students should practice navigating a world of peoples, issues, ideas, and perspectives that are as diverse and challenging as the ones they will inherit. While POL is the most diverse department at Endicott College in terms of faculty, the student body is reflective of Endicott and the North Shore in general, which is to say, not so. The College has made great efforts and seen some success in redressing this imbalance. Still, the legacy of structural constraints - demographic, fiscal, cultural, etc.- is beyond the capacity of one institution to solve. Still, if politics is the question of “who gets what,” the imagination and discourse of a relatively privileged student body necessarily limits the discourse's scope, urgency, and possibility to challenge and explore new possibilities.

Opportunities 
There are many opportunities for growth and development in POL at Endicott, some in response to identified weaknesses above and some in new directions. 
· The development of dual majors, such as the recently minted POL/CJ degree, could attract ambitious or interdisciplinarity-minded students and might help with enrollment numbers. 

· Additionally, we should promote the POL minor more broadly, systematically, and aggressively, potentially as a gateway to the major. The dual major option above might alleviate ambivalence about switching majors.  

· We could better promote the 5th year Masters of Homeland Security Studies program to POL majors and strengthen the affiliation between Security Studies and POL generally, perhaps through special topics courses and joint programming. 

· We should continue to explore partnerships with area law schools to appeal to the broad interest in law school and facilitate pathways for graduates. This could be institutionalized by creating a third track in “Legal Studies” within the POL major, disaggregating it from American Politics and Law since legal studies should address both domestic and international law. 

· IST transfer students from our partner institution, CIS in Madrid, should be enrolled in POL to complete their Bachelor's degree at Endicott rather than International Business as had been the practice. Making this transfer automatic would better serve the needs of the CIS students and help the department with enrollment.

· The new capstone model may encourage more creative and interdisciplinary work and expand interest in the POL major, which may be seen as too empirical and quantitative, possibly dissuading students with a broader, more interdisciplinary interest. 

· To increase student options without straining resources, we should develop partnerships through the NECCUM consortium (see above) and other local colleges and universities. Boston has the highest concentration of higher learning in the world and a reasonably good public transportation network. Semester or year-long exchange programs for students and faculty could be another option. 

· In addition to student exchange, we should develop institutional affiliations and joint partnerships with local, national, and international sites. We have already done some joint work with Salem State’s Center for Holocaust Studies and the Center for Civic Engagement. Dr. Choo’s work on a Pan-American Law and Justice Research consortium could have a political science component, yielding student, faculty, and institutional collaboration possibilities. (especially if the CIS transfer becomes a POL pipeline).

· We should utilize the college's support for work-study and external grants to promote more faculty-student research collaborations. Several students have worked under Dr. Choo on the cybercrime grant, and work-study has supported student research assistants for faculty projects on a human rights textbook (Kilburn & Abebe) and a project on cultural genocide (Tiemessen).
· Another opportunity for the department would be to start an exit survey for students with career plans. Such a survey would give us more internal data about a) which areas of POL students are trying to gain employment in, b) if they are seeking to enroll in graduate school, and c) the type of institutions in which they can gain employment. (BUT low numbers would skew data)
· Greater club and on-campus activism - through PAC, Model UN, engagement with civic initiatives that have clear connections to post-graduate opportunities: more integration of club activity: HRC AI EJ under the framework of PAC
· We should capitalize on any opportunity to strengthen the interdisciplinary character of POL courses and include more aspects of globalization and DEIB issues and content. This could generate broader interest in the major, especially if leveraged through the GenEd and DEIB curriculum.
· We are eligible again to apply for a Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence. We hosted Dr. Michal Kopecek from the Czech Republic from 2005-6, and he brought great perspectives, expertise, and resources to the campus. Fulbright bears most of the cost, and we had an excellent report from Dr. Kopecek’s stay. 


Threats/Challenges
· The greatest threat to the POL program is low enrollment. 

· The quality of students is also a concern. While POL tends to attract some of the most capable, ambitious, engaged, and intellectually curious Endicott students, the long-term demographic trend is towards greater competition for enrollment, with lower competence and (especially post-Covid) higher needs. 
· Despite the generally high academic quality of our students, the POL cohort scored second lowest in the FA 2023 semester Internship Supervisor survey. (see Chart 2.) This may be an anomaly due to the low N, but needs to be parsed and weaknesses in the skill set assessed and addressed. 
· We must better articulate career opportunities beyond law school and public service to families and Admissions recruitment. During Open House and Focus days, parents and students frequently inquire about the career opportunities available with a degree in Political Science. While it might be intriguing to reference the Foucault quote found in the epigraph, it's challenging to succinctly explain that our core mission involves a deep understanding of the structural-functionalism of power systems, especially in terms that relate directly to job prospects. A Political Science degree is valuable for those considering Law School, which many of our students do, and it opens doors to careers in public service and the nonprofit sector. However, the skills and knowledge gained through this major don't always directly translate to the specific jobs that many parents and students are focused on. Improving how we track our graduates' career paths could be beneficial. Additionally, we recognize the need to refine our "elevator pitch" to better communicate the value of our program.

· There is growing cynicism and partisan retrenchment re. Politics, generally, includes a broad reaction against diversity of opinion and people, liberalism, and democracy. Politics is increasingly seen as a dirty business rather than a civic exercise (much less virtue), and the discipline is somehow tainted by association. Many students and their families are turned off by partisanship, gridlock, corruption, and the demagogic style of governance, exacerbated by media coverage. While we may gamely defend and profess the dignity and civic necessity of our profession - even extolling it as self-defense - Politics is not currently an attractive field of study. (To paraphrase Richard Nixon, “Politics is a great field of study, except for all the goddam politicians.”) There isn’t much we can do to shift the narrative, but it may negatively impact the major's attractiveness.
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School and Majors Number | Number of | Employed FT In Other Not
of graduates graduate (includes employed:
graduates who school or | employed | seeking FT
responded continuing | Military, | employment
education PT, not
seeking)
Social Sciences,
Communication and
Humanities 129 85 (67%) 64 (75%) 21(25%) 1(1%) 1(1%)
Communication 7 5(71%) 5 (100%) 0 0 0
Criminal Justice 27 18 (67%) 11 (61%) 6 (38%) 0 1(6%)
Digital Media 12 10 (83%) 8 (80%) 2 (20%) 0 0
English 13 7 (54%) 6 (86%) 1(14%) 0 0
History 4 2 (50%) 1(50%) 1(50%) 0 0
International Studies 3 3 (100%) 3 (100%) 0 0 0
Liberal Studies 10 4 (40%) 3 (75%) 0 1(25%) 0
Marketing Comm 14 12 (86%) 11 (92%) 1(8%) 0 0
Political Science 3 3 (100%) 2(67%) 1(33%) 0 0
Psychology 36 21 (58%) 14 (67%) 9 (43%) 0 0
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School and Majors Number | Number of | Employed FT In Other Not
of graduates graduate (includes employed:
graduates who school or | employed seeking FT
responded continuing | Military, | employment
education PT, not
seeking)
Social Sciences,
Communication and
Humanities 131 104 (79%) 68 (65%) 34(33%) 3(3%) 3(3%)
Communication 13 10 (77%) 9 (90%) 1(10%) 0 0
Criminal Justice 25 22 (88%) 9 (41%) 10 (45%) 1(5%) 2(9%)
Digital Media 14 10 (71%) 9 (90%) 0 1(10%) 0
English 9 6 (67%) 2(33%) 4(67%) 0 1(17%)
History 4 3 (75%) 2(67%) 2(67%) 0 0
International Studies 1 1(100%) 1(100%) 0 0 0
Liberal Studies 11 8(73%) 6 (75%) 2 (25%) 0 0
Marketing Comm 18 17 (94%) 14 (82%) 3(18%) 1(6%) 0
Political Science 6 5 (83%) 3 (60%) 2 (40%) 0 0
Psychology 30 22 (73%) 13 (59%) 10 (45%) 0 0





